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1 . ACCORDING TO RECENT REPORTS, THE BRAZILIAN SHOE 
INDUSTRY EXPECTS TOTAL SHOE EXPORTS TO REACH $200 
MILLION IN 1976, UP FROM $150 MILLION IN 1975. 

ALTHOUGH THESE ARE GLOBAL FIGURES, THEY NEVERTHELESS 
IMPLY A CONTINUED SIZEABLE INCREASE TO THE US MARKET, 
WHICH DURING 1975 REPORTEDLY TOOK 77 PERCENT OF TOTAL 
BRAZILIAN SHOE EXPORTS. IN THE ABSENCE OF TRADE 
RESTRICTIONS, BRAZILIAN SHOE EXPORTS SHOULD REGISTER 
ANOTHER SIZEABLE INCREASE IN 1977. 

2. GIVEN THE FACT THAT THE SUBJECT OF SHOES IS A VERY 
SENSITIVE TOPIC BETWEEN THE USG AND BRAZIL, THE EMBASSY 
FEELS IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME TO MAKE 

A SPECIFIC REQUEST FROM OFFICIAL SOURCES FOR SHOE EXPORT 
PROJECTIONS FOR 1976-77. WE WILL TRY TO OBTAIN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OCCASION RISES IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. WE BELIEVE. THAT 
FOR THE TIME 

BEING, THE SHOE INDUSTRY FORECAST CITED ABOVE IS 
A PRETTY RELIABLE INDICATION FOR 1976. 

3. OFFICIAL GOB HISTORICAL DATA ON SHOE EXPORTS 
FOLLOW BY SEPTEL. 

CRIMMINS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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